DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
overlooking of the slums, which seem to be common to nearly all
newspapers, you get every point of view presented to you, and I
should imagine the clamour for and against cancels itself out and
leaves the average man free to make up his own mind.
But The Times is an exception. Relatively little read in England,
it holds a unique position among the newspapers of the world. It is
more attentively studied in foreign countries than any other
newspaper. It is, in its own assertion, an independent Conservative
organ. This means that it is not the submissive mouthpiece of
Conservative Governments.
It is not that. In my experience, it is something more important.
In the last six years, since Hitler came to power, the foreign policy
it has advocated has often been different from the official foreign
policy of Conservative (or, if you take the word seriously, National)
Governments.
But in the event the Conservative Government has always done
the things The Times advocated. Either Conservative Govern-
ments deliberately mislead you about foreign policy, feeling that
you will not give them support if you are openly told what the real
intention is and that in a moment of crisis you can, by playing the
three card trick with your nerves, your fears and your emotions,
be induced thankfully to accept some major action in international
affairs entirely contrary to that professed, official foreign policy.
Or The Times sees farther than the Government and knows that
when the crisis comes the Government will be forced to do the
things The Times has advocated.
So read The Times if you wish to know what is actually going to
happen, what a Conservative Government will do when the
crisis comes.
I can give you two good examples, in recent history, affecting
the fate of Austria and of Czechoslovakia.
In November 1937 Lord Halifax, British Foreign Minister,
went to Berlin to see Hitler. Official British foreign policy, as
stated in the House of Commons, was that 'the continued inde-
pendence and integrity of Austria' were ean interest of British
foreign policy5.
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